[Necrosis of the columella after prolonged intranasal intubation].
A case is reported of necrosis of the columella nasi due to prolonged intubation in a 21-year-old road traffic accident patient. He was intubated by the nasal route because of combined head and facial injuries. The necrosis was discovered during surgery for repair of the bony facial injuries. As the patient was in a poor condition, the lesion was not immediately repaired, and the necrotic area was only removed. Definitive repair was carried out four and a half months later, with closure of the oronasal communication with an intravelar veloplasty. Such maxillofacial complications of prolonged endotracheal intubation are rare. They are related to prolonged vascular compression by the tube. Such accidents must be recognized without any delay by carefully examining patients.